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Build evaluation capacity of MSP projects and 
their stakeholders by assisting them to

Design and implement context-sensitive, 
“user-friendly” evaluation approaches

Develop and sustain a “Culture of Evidence” 
supporting data-based decision-making

Project GoalsProject Goals



Assist MSP projects and their stakeholders to
 Describe their contexts and identify their 

information needs 
 Develop evaluation models based on those 

contexts and needs
 Collect and analyze evidence to support 

decision-making in the five MSP focus areas
• Partnership challenges and opportunities
• Teacher quality, quantity, and diversity
• Challenging courses and curricula
• Evidence-based outcomes
• Institutional change and sustainability

Project ObjectivesProject Objectives



Major Project ActivitiesMajor Project Activities

 Needs Assessment and Evaluation Model Development
• Solicit input from MSP partners and other stakeholders on information needs
• Develop models of evaluation and accountability that are sensitive to these needs

 Evaluation Consulting Assistance
• Solicit input from MSP partners and stakeholders on evaluation assistance needed
• Provide support by having nationally recognized evaluators available to work with a 

limited number of MSP projects

 Community Building
• Promote communication among people interested in improving evaluation and 

accountability processes of NSF projects

 Evaluation Training
• Offer workshops and other training venues for MSP project key personnel and 

evaluators as well as other stakeholders



Evaluation AssistanceEvaluation Assistance

 USU project team and veteran evaluation practitioners 
funded for on-site and remote consultation
• Formative review of strategic plans and/or evaluation plans
• On-going evaluation assistance

 Annual meeting of MSP personnel and other 
stakeholders to provide additional evaluation 
assistance and share “lessons learned”

 On-line resources including
• Searchable database of math/science evaluation resources
• Evaluation planning guide
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Network for Evaluation AssistanceNetwork for Evaluation Assistance
(Other evaluation consultants may be added)



Evaluation Model DevelopmentEvaluation Model Development

 Guided by an Advisory Committee composed of 
expert evaluators and math/science educators 

 Focused on 
• Involving MSP projects and other stakeholders in the 

development of evaluation models and accountability 
systems relevant to their context 

• Creating models and methods that are appropriate for the 
complexity of today’s math and science education programs

• Measuring relationships between project activities and 
teacher and student outcomes 
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 Promote communication among MSPs, RETAs, 
and stakeholders in the math/science education 
community

 Involve a broad range of expertise
• Cultural psychologists and ethnologists
• Cognitive scientists
• Policy evaluators

 Establish the Consortium for Building Evaluation 
Capacity (CBEC) to assist collaboration and 
dissemination
• http://www.usu.edu/cbec/

Community BuildingCommunity Building





Evaluation TrainingEvaluation Training

 Solicit information about evaluation needs
 Hold annual working meetings where evaluation 

experts facilitate problem-solving and discussion
 Assist MSP project teams to

• Link project activities to outcomes
• Improve evaluation plans 
• Identify instruments
• Implement evaluation activities
• Communicate evaluation results

 Provide opportunities for networking


